
Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent ' - deteriorated _X_ unaltered X_ original site 

gdod - ruins - altered m o v e d  date NIA 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Zirkle Mill is located on the southern edge of Forestville, Virginia,bounded on 
the south by Route 42 and on the north by Holman's Creek. Built prior to  1815, the 2%- 
story frame building on a r&ed stone basement remains in excellent stiuctural condition. 
The building functioned as a mill unti l  the 1950s and displays original machinery dating 
fran the entire period of operation. Under the present ownership, the building has been 
converted to  a furniture making shop in order to preserve a vanishing form of architecture 
once c m o n  in Virginia. 

Built into a hillside, Zirkle Mill rises 2% stories above a low coursed-rubble 
NOR? foundation of limestone on ifgaTfront elevation (aa&i) with a f u l l  raised basenent of 

coursed rubble a t  the rear (e) . The frame building is sheathed in recent hand-sasm 
beaded weatherboarding, an exact copy of the original siding. The whole is covered by 
a gable roof of, standing-seam sheet metal. A 1%-story lean-to addition extends over 
the basement story on the north elevation supported by heavy wood piers. Fenestration 
throughout the building consists of sixlsix double-hmg sash with architrave trim and 
casement winduws in the upper story of the rear addition. The main entrance into the 
building is through two single doors set  off center in the facade. A single-story, 
shed-roof porch with wooden shingles ~ u p ~ ~ r @ d  by four square posts shelters the doors. 
A secondary entrance i s  15~cated on the elevation. The Fitz-type overshot iron 
wheel is intact on the b side of the building. 

The interior houses mi11  machinery dating from the early 19th century through the 
1920s, thus exhibiting technological changes in  milling of more than 100 years. Each 
story has a single op e R!: a in the center of the floor for the milling operation and a 
stairwell in the sou corner. 

An exposed rubblestone fireplace remains i n  the nortkast corner of the basement. 
Also on this level is a 1917 corn grinder, a corn hopper with auger, metalscourer, f i l t e r ,  
and the water wheel mechanism. 

The f i r s t  floor contains the s i f te r  and wooden grain hoppers and belt  driven machinery 
including rollers and burrs believed by the Zirkle family to have been added in 1921: 
Behind the main  roam is the addition which functioned as the miller's office. During 
recent years the roan has been converted to a woodmrking shop for the present mmer. 

hcated on the second floor is an elevator with a separator, an early-20th-century 
grader, and a few wooden machinery parts stored around the perimeter of the roan. The 
third floor contains m s t  of the early-19th-century flour machinery including a wooden 
paddle conveyor system, a long s i f ter  missing only its canvas sheathing, numerous wooden 
gears, and rods, al l  in  excellent condition. An autanatic feeder patented January 8, 
1917 (by Cormallis) is in place in the roan. A l l  of the w d e n  chutes connecthg the 
three floors remin. 

(See Continuation Sheet ill) 














